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PERMIT NO. 349


Friends and Neighbors of Old Town—spring is here and that’s a time for Old Town to shine! Everything is greening. Dogwoods and azaleas are in bloom everywhere. Cardinals chirp happy songs. Yellow pollen covers everything … well, nothing is perfect. 


 


Thank you to Susan and Barry Ray for hosting the March meeting and swap party at their house. They have a lovely home and grounds. I’m excited about my swap, an original Harvey print T-shirt. 


 


As we wade through these slower economic times, it becomes more important than ever to realize our goals for the year—to reconnect with our friends and neighbors of Old Town—and build a strong community that goes beyond the houses and streets. Some of our plans for the upcoming months include an Old Town garage sale, a “Cinco de Mayo” social (Friday, May 2), and the release of our Old Town Slideshow CD.





Don’t forget to sign up for our Old Town Forum and look for our blog at �HYPERLINK "http://www.Talllahassee.com/"��www.Talllahassee.com�. Another new item: We will begin a community help group that will keep a watch on vacant properties. 


Continued on page 2.
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•	Yard of the Season. 2





•	Crime Watch: Protect your car from burglars. 3






































President’s Message





Spring has sprung in Old Town








Spring 2008








Old Town Messenger


A publication of the Old Town Neighborhood Association





Spring has arrived in Tallahassee, and the home of David and T.P. Moye at 1111 Alachua Ave. demonstrates this much anticipated change of season in living color. 





Their well-manicured yard is bursting with the sights and smells of spring: geraniums, daffodils, pansies, petunias, azaleas and dogwoods. Globe-shaped boxwoods add a European touch to this otherwise Southern landscape. 


This visually appealing affect has earned the Moyes the Yard of the Season honor for Spring of 2008.





A gift certificate from Tallahassee Nurseries, courtesy of Old Town Neighborhood Association, is on its way to the Moyes. Congratulations! Suggestions for Yard of the Season are appreciated – you can even self-nominate! Send details (and pictures if you have them) to � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@otnat.com" ��info@otnat.com�.














Whether it’s gardening tips, the fabled “cup of sugar”, pet sitting or networking, getting to know your neighbors can be rewarding. Here are some ways to be a good neighbor:





Welcome new neighbors.





Maintain your yard and the area around your home.





Be conscientious about noises that might disturb your neighbors.





End parties at a reasonable hour. Better yet, invite your neighbors.





Return anything you borrow from a neighbor as soon as you are finished with it.


Respect your neighbor’s privacy.





Watch your neighbor’s property while they are away, on vacation, or at work (if you are home during the day), and report suspicious activity.





Offer to pick up the paper, collect mail, or watch pets when your neighbors are on vacation.





Invite your neighbors to dinner or host a progressive dinner.





Consider including neighbors in holiday traditions, such as Christmas caroling, Easter egg hunts, 4th . 

































































Yard blends European, Southern styles








The Moyes home, 1111 Alachua. OTNA created the Yard of the Season award to reward residents whose yard and landscape embody the character and beauty of Old Town.








President’s message continued…


Please see the association Web site, �HYPERLINK "http://www.otnat.com/"��www.OTNAT.com�, for details, and e-mail info@otnat.com with any questions. Please place with the acronym “OTNAT” in the subject line. On a more personal note, Old Town sends its deepest sympathies to Ms. Lillian Cox on the recent passing of her daughter.





Best regards,





�Mark Moore, MD


President, OTNA








Yard of the Season





Old Town Messenger





Page � PAGE  \* MERGEFORMAT �2� of 4





The Tallahassee Police Department has received reports of auto burglaries in the Old Town and surrounding area. Burglaries are crimes of opportunity. Taking the following safety precautions, offered by the TPD Crime Prevention Unit, will help you avoid becoming a victim.





Make sure you park in a well-light and populated area.





Before leaving your vehicle, make sure all of your valuables are locked in the trunk or hidden.





Check to make sure that your windows are all the way up and all of the doors securely locked.  


Be alert when choosing your parking space and when walking to your destination. Look for suspicious people loitering in the parking lot or on your street. 





If you see someone suspicious in the parking lot of a business, notify the manager of the business and have him or her contact the Tallahassee Police Department (891-4200). 





When returning to your vehicle, be aware of your surroundings and check your vehicle for damage. Have your car keys ready and get inside and lock your doors as soon as possible. 























We all benefit when we are good neighbors












































DUES REMINDER: Annual dues help the association help the neighborhood in a variety of ways. Suggested dues are $10 annual or $100 for lifetime. Send a check to: OTNA, Box 12517, Tallahassee 32317, or go online to �HYPERLINK "http://www.OTNAT.com/"��www.OTNAT.com� and use PayPal. If you have not received OTNA notes about socials and goings on, then you are not on our e-mail list. Send us an e-mail at �HYPERLINK "mailto:info@OTNAT.com"��info@OTNAT.com�  so we can add you to the e-mail list. Thank you!





Auto burglaries reported in Old Town








Crime stats





Activity	       Occurrences


Battery			2


Auto Burglary		3


Drug Violation		1


Breach of Peace	5


Theft			1


Suspicious Incident/Person		9


False Alarm		7


Traffic Issues	           23


Total	                        51





Jan. 1 – March 19, 2008


Traffic issues include speeding, running stop signs, expire tags, etc.





Want to get more involved in your neighborhood? E-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@otnat.com" ��info@otnat.com� and let us know how you’d like to play a part.
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About Our Organization…











Old Town In Brief…





We’re on the Web!


See us at:


www.otnat.com











Please send news items, suggestions and calendar events to Susan Ray, newsletter editor, at suerayfla@comcast.net





�





SPRING 2008

















MARK YOUR CALENDAR! The next Old Town TGIF party will be Friday, May, 2008 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the home of Dr. Mark and Lisa Moore, corner of Alachua and Chancey Lane. See �HYPERLINK "http://www.OTNAT.com/"��www.OTNAT.com� for details.


 


PROPERTY WATCH: Neighbors are needed to create a “property watch” to help those who have moved but have not yet sold their home. While there are few foreclosures in our area, this is a factor on the national market. We need someone to spearhead a small group to record and update a list of vacant or foreclosed properties that need observing. This is important because vacant properties can attract crime and other suspicious activity. See details at �HYPERLINK "http://www.OTNAT.com/"��www.OTNAT.com� or email us at �HYPERLINK "mailto:info@OTNAT.com"��info@OTNAT.com�   





OTNA GARAGE SALE: Neighbors … interested in organizing a spring garage sale (late April or May)? Please contact Dr. Moore by e-mail at �HYPERLINK "mailto:info@OTNAT.com"��info@OTNAT.com�.





PLANT EXCHANGE: Have you recently dug up plants that are still in good shape, but no longer fit your landscape? If you have plants to exchange or want to root someone else’s perennials, e-mail Susan at � HYPERLINK "mailto:suerayfla@comcast.net" ��suerayfla@comcast.net�. 

















WHAT’S UP?





April 4-6: 1st Annual Big Bend Cycling Festival. Three days of bike-related fun. Events at Railroad Square, downtown, and at St. Marks trail. 


bigbendcyclingfestival.org/








April 26: SouthWood-stock Music and Arts Festival. All-day concert at John Paul II Catholic High School. Fee for adults; children under 10 free. Southwoodstock.org








May 15-17: Tallahassee Film Festival. Celebrating emerging and professional film and media talents. tallahasseefilmfestival.com








The Old Town Neighborhood Association’s mission is to protect and preserve the beauty, identity and quality of life in the Old Town Neighborhood. 
























































